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Various measuresThe aim of this paper is to explain whywe have conducted “Trafﬁc Safety Education” in the Kagawa Prefecture
during the past ten years so as to clarify the important factors for preventing painful trafﬁc accidents in
advance. To meet this aim, we ﬁrstly clarify the reason why we eventually decided to conduct “Trafﬁc Safety
Education” in the Kagawa Prefecture. In other words, the organization of powerful actors and/or leaders to
cope with trafﬁc accidents plays a very important role in “Trafﬁc Safety Education.” Then, we speciﬁcally
describe the essential parts of our “Trafﬁc Safety Education”. In this respect, we have decided to select the
following two aims: to reduce the number of trafﬁc accidents, and to improve trafﬁc manners, respectively.
Thirdly, we evaluate various measures, such as teaching materials, teaching methods, and other activities of
our “Trafﬁc Safety Education” in detail. Lastly, we summarize the remaining tasks, which have been revealed
so far, together with some concluding remarks.
© 2011 International Association of Trafﬁc and Safety Sciences. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.11. Why conduct “Trafﬁc Safety Education”?
To beginwith, let us focus our attention on our case study region of
the Kagawa Prefecture, where the “Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc
Safety Education in Kagawa Prefecture (PCTSEK)” has been eagerly
performed during the past ten years. Geographically, Kagawa
Prefecture is located in the Northeast corner of Shikoku Island, i.e.,
the fourth largest island in Japan. In addition, the standard of living of
the people in this region is relatively high, and the transport
infrastructures, which mainly include advanced road trafﬁc systems,
seem to be better equipped than in other regions. Among other things,
automobiles made rapid advances in this region, surpassing railways
to take over the main role of the surface transport, and contributed
greatly to the advancement of recent socio-economic systems.
As a result, automobiles are now playing a major role in moving
people and transporting goods. Hence, our lifestyles and economy are
based upon the mobility provided by automobiles in all aspects of our
society, fromwhere we live to howwe do business. Owing to this sort
of “automobile-dependent society,” we are fully enjoying our current
afﬂuent lifestyles.
However, road trafﬁc problems, which include not only tragic road
trafﬁc accidents, but also trafﬁc congestion, environmental problems
such as global warming and air pollution, and other social problems,
which signify urban sprawl and/or the decline of city centers, are
widely being acknowledged as serious problems throughout the
country in recent years.
Under these circumstances, we have suffered many trafﬁc
fatalities, injuries and road trafﬁc accidents. With respect to thesessociation of Trafﬁc and Safety Sciecircumstances, S. Hashimoto explained the “Trends and Present
Situation of Road Trafﬁc Accidents”1 as follows:The number of trafﬁc fatalities fell below 8000 and totaled 7358 in
2004 in a continuation of the downward trend seen in the past
several years. The decrease resulted from all-out efforts by society
to reduce trafﬁc accidents, including the June 2002 revision to the
Road Trafﬁc Law and the strong resolve shown by the Prime
Minister (who heads the Central Transport Safety Council) in a
statement issued in January 2003 to halve the number of trafﬁc
deaths. Improved vehicle safety systems also led to the decrease in
trafﬁc fatalities. However, the number of overall trafﬁc accidents
and the number of accidents resulting in an injury continue to rise,
requiring the promotion of further countermeasures. In addition,
the number of trafﬁc fatalities involving senior citizens and
pedestrians is relatively higher than for similar accidents.
It should be noted, however, that the above descriptions all refer to
the outline of aggregated or nationwide road trafﬁc accidents in Japan
as a whole. But what of the regional or disaggregated situation of road
trafﬁc accidents in Japan? Surprisingly enough, we ﬁnd that the
Kagawa Prefecture has suffered frequent trafﬁc accidents for many
years, compared with other regions. To reconﬁrm this unfortunate
matter of fact statistically, please look at Table 1 below, which shows
the “Trafﬁc injuries per 100,000 people and per 10,000 vehicles.”2Japan Research Center for Transport Policy, Transport Policy in Perspective: 2005,
pp. 30–31 [1].
2 Japan Research Center for Transport Policy, Transport Policy in Perspective: 2005,
p. 30 [1].
nces. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
Table 1
Trafﬁc injuries per 100,000 people and per 10,000 vehicles for the worst 10 prefectures
(2004).
Source: Institute for Trafﬁc Accident Research and Data Analysis, “Trafﬁc Statistics”
(2004 edition).
Per 100,000 people Per 10,000 vehicles
Kagawa Prefecture 1655.9 Kagawa Prefecture 189.6
Saga Prefecture 1550.1 Saga Prefecture 185.3
Saitama Prefecture 1521.1 Ibaraki Prefecture 177.3
Fukui Prefecture 1417.2 Fukuoka Prefecture 176.6
Okayama Prefecture 1389.4 Osaka Prefecture 174.8
Fukuoka Prefecture 1236.0 Fukui Prefecture 170.6
Miyazaki Prefecture 1153.9 Saitama Prefecture 163.1
Toyama Prefecture 1120.6 Kanagawa Prefecture 162.5
Aichi Prefecture 1064.2 Okayama Prefecture 157.9
Tokushima Prefecture 1049.8 Hyogo Prefecture 153.1
Nationwide 932.4 Nationwide 131.6
95T. Ihara / IATSS Research 34 (2011) 94–102Table 1 directly shows us the terrible fact that Kagawa Prefecture is
ranked as the worst prefecture with respect to trafﬁc injuries per
100,000 people and per 10,000 vehicles for the worst 10 prefectures in
our country. Therefore, we naturally wondered why so many trafﬁc
accidents tend to happen in the Kagawa Prefecture. And, prompted by
the Trafﬁc Planning Section of Kagawa Prefecture Police Headquarters,
we also discussed countermeasures to wash away our disgrace as the
worst region for suffering from trafﬁc accidents.
In this context, we ﬁrst set up a study group within the associated
Police Headquarters to examine the preceding reports and references
on road trafﬁc accidents in parallel with our own on-the-spot
inspections as much as possible. Then, we kept on workingFig. 1. Flow chart of our activities on trafﬁc ﬁgure ﬂocontinually since 1996 until the year of 2002, whenwe ﬁnally decided
to set up the “Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education in
Kagawa Prefecture (PCTSEK)” as the standing committee, not only to
reduce the number of trafﬁc accidents but also to improve people's
trafﬁc manners in the Kagawa Prefecture. Fig. 1 shows a series of our
respective activities on trafﬁc safety measures during the period from
the year 1996 through 2010.
It should be noted, in Fig. 1, that our preceding two research works
seemed to play very important roles to establish the later Promoting
Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education in Kagawa Prefecture, thereafter.
In this sense, let us clarify the characteristics of those research works,
respectively.
The ﬁrst Research Work, entitled Study on Trafﬁc Accident for
Senior Citizens in Kagawa Prefecture, was carried out in 1998 by
professors, lawyers, policemen, etc., which mainly aimed to empir-
ically clarify the reasons why the Kagawa Prefecture suffered so many
trafﬁc accidents. Due to time constraints, we could not fully clarify
the causes of trafﬁc accidents in the Kagawa Prefecture. However,
judging from our empirical studies, we could make the following
proposals at that time: 1) more organization is needed to reduce the
number of trafﬁc accidents involving senior citizens. 2) Teaching
materials should be created as trafﬁc safety measures based on the
actual spot inspections. 3) Maps explicitly showing actual danger
spots or zones should be compiled and utilized subjectively by senior
citizens. 4) Road network conditions should be checked to fully
improve the medians of major roads. 5) Trafﬁc safety education for
senior citizens should be actively attempted, taking into account
elderly behavior patterns. 6) The prefecture's social environment
should be improved so that elderly people are well cared for and are
considerate, and the driving manner in general should also bew trafﬁc safety measures (1996 through 2010).
Aims:
To reduce the number
of traffic accidents
To improve
traffic manners
Measures:
Activities for
Traffic Safety
Education
Coordination of
the respective
activities
Participation in
Traffic Safety
Education
Fig. 2. Schematic framework for evaluating ends (aims) — means (measures) relations.
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96 T. Ihara / IATSS Research 34 (2011) 94–102improved. 7) Elderly people isolated from any social activity should
be visited in person to speak about road trafﬁc safety in an easy-to-
understand way.
The second Research Work, entitled Study on How to Promote
Trafﬁc Safety Education in Kagawa Prefecture in a Systematic and
Effective Way, was carried out in 2001 by professors, transport
researchers, policemen and other ofﬁcials, and mainly aimed to
consider how to promote trafﬁc safety education in Kagawa Prefecture
in a more systematic and effective way. As a result, we were able to
speciﬁcally shape the course of our trafﬁc safety education enforce-
ment. Namely we decided to 1) re-examine various educational
contents of trafﬁc safety, which are currently considered by respective
group or institutions. 2) Specify the ultimate goal of our trafﬁc safety
education, such as how to predict and avert trafﬁc dangers in advance,
and how to consider other trafﬁc participants. 3) Coordinate the
respective activities for road trafﬁc safety by various groups or
institutions, and encourage the people of the Kagawa Prefecture to
take part in Trafﬁc Safety Education.
In addition, as urgent tentative actions, the following three trials
were pointed out: 1) set up the “Committee for Valuation (tentative)
of Trafﬁc Safety Education”. 2) Carry out the advanced Trafﬁc Safety
Education for Bicyclists. 3) Train trafﬁc safety guidance advisors and
intensify trafﬁc safety cooperative activities.
Eventually, the Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education in
Kagawa Prefecture (PCTSEK) was established in 2002 as one of the
promising results from the above-stated accumulated investigations.
The aim of this conference was not only to get rid of our record as the
worst prefecture in regard to frequently occurring fatal trafﬁc
accidents, but also to improve trafﬁc manners in general. To meet
these aims, the conference was comprised of the following members
and various groups or institutions: former professors, transport-
researchers, policemen, and other members from the Prefectural
Ofﬁce, the Board of Education, various administrative organs, and
other related associations. The activities of this conference were also
speciﬁed as follows: 1) to coordinate respective activities for road
trafﬁc safety by various groups or institutions, 2) to guide and advise
more effective activities of Trafﬁc Safety Education, 3) to prepare
teaching materials for trafﬁc safety measures, 4) to collect and offer
meaningful information on Trafﬁc Safety Education, and 5) to support
any other activities of Trafﬁc Safety Education in the Kagawa Prefecture.
For further reference, Fig. 2 below shows our Schematic Frame-
work for Evaluating Ends (or, Aims)–Means (or, Measures) Relations.
2. What about our “Trafﬁc Safety Education”?[2]
It was in 2002 when the “Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety
Education in Kagawa Prefecture (PCTSEK)” was ﬁnally established as
the powerful standing committee, comprised of active members whowere all interested in the role of Trafﬁc Safety Education. During the
past ten years, including the preparatory years, we kept on working to
reduce the number of trafﬁc accidents by all means possible.
Accordingly, let us look back upon the past decade so as to clarify
the reasons why we could keep on working for such a long period. In
doing so, we can readily point out the following three reasons:
The ﬁrst reason might be ironically ascribable to the fact that we
could not ﬁnd any clear characteristics of peculiar factors to Kagawa
Prefecture,with respect to the actual states of trafﬁc accidents. In other
words, judging from our preceding empirical studies, wewere obliged
to cope with more extensive and various ﬁelds of trafﬁc safety
measures, which included driving manners, pedestrian care, safety
vehicles and safety facility improvement of road infrastructures, etc.
As amatter of fact, judging from our empirical studies from 2005 to
2010, we were able to reveal the following special features in the
Kagawa Prefecture with respect to the actual states of fatal trafﬁc
accidents:
Fig. 3 shows the relative number of fatal trafﬁc accidents according
to different age groups in the Kagawa Prefecture compared with the
national counterparts. As a result, elderly people eighty years and
older in the Kagawa Prefecture tend to encounter fatal trafﬁc
accidents more often.
Fig. 4 shows the different places where fatal trafﬁc accidents tend
to occur. As a result, in the Kagawa Prefecture, the most dangerous
places where fatal trafﬁc accidents are likely to occur seem to be at or
nearby intersections.
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Fig. 4. Where do fatal trafﬁc accidents frequently occur?
97T. Ihara / IATSS Research 34 (2011) 94–102Lastly, Fig. 5 shows the times when fatal trafﬁc accidents
frequently occur in the Kagawa Prefecture compared with the
national counterpart. It appears that the most dangerous time interval
is between the hours of 18:00 and 20:00.
Therefore, we came to conclude that we steadily need to take
broad and synthetic trafﬁc safety measures, effectively and system-
atically, in all kinds of different phases.
The second reason might be based on our strong recognition that
even short-term countermeasures, such as introducing strong
regulations to cope with trafﬁc accidents, seemed to be powerful,
but did not last long afterwards. On the contrary, some othermedium-
or long-term preventive measures against trafﬁc accidents, such as
the introduction of Trafﬁc Safety Education, could well be regarded as
more effective and also longer lasting than the aforementioned short-
term countermeasures to reduce the number of trafﬁc accidents in the
long run. Thus, as our proverb says that “at least three years
perseverance brings success,” we decided to draw up and put into
practice our Three-Year Action Plan.
The third reason is due to our own efforts to specify the top priority
target every year and also to make it possible to evaluate the results,0~
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Fig. 5. When do fatal trafﬁc accidents frequently occur?quantitatively. This was based on our own judgment to get rid of likely
becoming stereotyped or getting into a rut, in the process of our long-
time consuming activities for Trafﬁc Safety Education. For further
reference, our priority target for respective years are summarized in
Fig. 1, over the past three phases, from 2002 to 2010.
Now, looking back upon the various undertakings of the
“Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education in Kagawa Prefecture
(PCTSEK),” let us explain the following two matters: namely, what we
have done so far, and what we were unable to do yet, but plan to
address in the future.
Table 2 below shows the Summary of our Activities, whichwere all
performed by our “Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education in
Kagawa Prefecture (PCTSEK).” Theymight be broadly classiﬁed into the
following six different types of categories: namely, 1) to prepare
teaching materials, and also to develop teaching methods of Trafﬁc
Safety Education, 2) to implement further research works of Trafﬁc
Safety Education in other regions, 3) to coordinate the respective
activities for road trafﬁc safety by various groups or institutions, 4) to
encourage the people of the Kagawa Prefecture to take part in Trafﬁc
Safety Education, 5) to make an offer of more meaningful information
on Trafﬁc Safety Education, and 6) to cooperate with any other groups
or organizations in practice for road trafﬁc safety.
For further reference, let us expand on the six categories above in
more detail.
1. To prepare teaching materials, and also to develop the teaching
methods of Trafﬁc Safety Education
Fig. 6 shows some examples of our teaching materials for
predicting and averting trafﬁc dangers in advance. They are all
available freely for the sake of popularization. They are made for
bicyclists, drivers, children, senior pedestrians, and for senior
drivers, respectively.
In addition, Fig. 7 shows some examples of our teaching methods,
such as commentary driving, a multi-functional instrument for
visual inspection, and our Cycle Pierces for bicyclists.
2. To implement further research works of Trafﬁc Safety Education in
other regionsAs for the second type of category of our activities, we have
listened to many special lectures by various professors and/or
experts on Trafﬁc Safety Education, etc. In particular, Yasuhisa
Nagayama, Emeritus Professor of Osaka University, drew on his
Table 2
Summary of activities by the “Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education in
Kagawa Prefecture”.
1) To prepare teaching materials, and also to develop teaching methods of
Trafﬁc Safety Education,
To draft up materials to predict and avert trafﬁc dangers in advance
(for bicyclists, drivers, children, senior pedestrians and senior drivers).
To promote educational attempts of commentary driving.
To develop multi-functional instruments for visual inspections.
To complete and popularize our Cycle Pierces for bicyclists.
To learn and make use of the German way of Trafﬁc Safety Education.
2) To implement further research works of Trafﬁc Safety Education in other regions,
To have lectures by trafﬁc experts on Trafﬁc Safety Education.
To learn any other practical experiences of Trafﬁc Safety Education in other
regions or even foreign countries.
3) To coordinate the respective activities for road trafﬁc safety by various groups
or institutions,
To promote educational programs for trafﬁc safety at certain high schools, etc.
To grant Certiﬁcates for superior bicyclists or motorcycle riders.
To have an open seminar for road trafﬁc safety at universities.
To open trafﬁc safety classes held at assisted living facilities.
To meet directly elderly people who are isolated from social activity, to discuss
road trafﬁc safety.
To offer silver driving school courses mainly for senior citizens.
To offer special trafﬁc safety school courses to communicate among
three different generations.
To make maps explicitly showing actual danger spots or zones..
To teach how to operate automatic chairs for safety.
To have some games for senior bicyclists.
To have classes for experiencing reﬂection belts ﬁrst-hand..
4) To encourage the people of Kagawa Prefecture to take part in
Trafﬁc Safety Education,
To dispatch some members from our Promoting Conference to other
seminars for supervisor of trafﬁc safety management.
To support members who practice trafﬁc safety daily.
To encourage the senior members of road trafﬁc safety.
To support school teachers who practice trafﬁc safety daily.
5) To make an offer of more meaningful information on Trafﬁc Safety Education,
To open an exclusive website for our Promoting Conference of Trafﬁc
Safety Education.
To share various trafﬁc safety information with the public, using the
website as an aid.
To make use of this website to carry out various surveys.
To carry out various publicity activities by introducing our trials.
6) To cooperate with any other groups or organizations, in practice, for road
trafﬁc safety.
To improve the medians of main roads.
To carry out the total inspections of trafﬁc safety measures.
To improve dangerous spots in roads to ensure trafﬁc safety.
To check trafﬁc signs and/or signals for trafﬁc safety.
98 T. Ihara / IATSS Research 34 (2011) 94–102own experiences in Germany to help us understand the signiﬁ-
cance of Trafﬁc Safety Education. In addition, at our general
meetings, we have always invited foreign visitors who are
temporarily staying in the Kagawa Prefecture to introduce current
trafﬁc safety measures and so forth in their mother countries.
3. To coordinate the respective activities for road trafﬁc safety by
various groups or institutionsAs for the third type of category of our activities, we have asked all
themembers of the Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education
in Kagawa Prefecture to make out their respective Action Plans every
year. We have also asked them to inform the Promoting Conference
of their results for our evaluations. We were thus able to make an
effort to coordinate the respective activities for Trafﬁc Safety
Education.
In addition, we have also conducted such activities as: “seminars
for road trafﬁc safety at universities,” “meeting directly with senior
citizens to speak about road trafﬁc safety,” “trafﬁc safety classes at
assisted living facilities,” and “teaching how to operate automatic
chairs for safety.” Fig. 8 shows some illustrations of the above-
stated activities.4. To encourage the people of the Kagawa Prefecture to take part in
Trafﬁc Safety Education
As for the fourth type of category of our activities, we have
supported the Trafﬁc Safety Education efforts of not only the
members of the professional guards, but also of school teachers. In
addition, we also encouraged the senior members to practice road
trafﬁc safety. Furthermore, we often visited places where fatal
trafﬁc accidents actually occurred actually so as to seek more
effective measures for prevention. Fig. 9 shows some illustrations
of the above-stated activities.
5. To offer more meaningful information on Trafﬁc Safety Education
As for the ﬁfth category of our activities, we have already opened
an exclusive website for the Promoting Conference of Trafﬁc Safety
Education in Kagawa Prefecture.
Our website address is as follows: http://www.pref.kagawa.jp/
police/suishinkaigi/index.htm
If you visit our website, our teaching materials for trafﬁc safety
along with other materials are readily available. We also intend to
use this website to carry out various publicity activities by
introducing our tentative trials.
6. To cooperate with any other groups or organizations, in practice,
for road trafﬁc safety
Lastly, as for the sixth type category of our activities, we can point
out the following attempts: namely, to improve the medians of the
main roads, to carry out comprehensive inspections of trafﬁc safety
measures, to improve dangerous road spots for trafﬁc safety, and
also to check the trafﬁc signs and/or signals for trafﬁc safety, etc.
In the above-stated activities performed by the “Promoting
Conference on Trafﬁc Safety Education in Kagawa Prefecture, the
ﬁrst category, i.e., “to prepare teaching materials, and also to
develop teaching methods of Trafﬁc Safety Education,” must be the
most emphasized. This is because the core of our way of thinking
has been reﬂected in those materials. However, we must always
take into account the following two points: to endeavor to utilize
them generally, and to select content that meets the urgent
regional requirements.
3. How to evaluate our “Trafﬁc Safety Education”?[3]
Well then, let us consider how to evaluate our “Trafﬁc Safety
Education,” which we have conducted so far. Referring back to Fig. 2,
which shows our schematic framework for evaluating Ends (Aims)–
Means (Measures) relations, the items on the upper row show our
ultimate Aims, i.e., 1) to reduce the number of trafﬁc accidents, and 2)
to improve trafﬁc manners, on one hand. On the other hand, the items
on the lower part in this Figure show theMeasures, i.e., 1) activities for
Trafﬁc Safety Education, 2) coordination of the respective activities,
and 3) participation in Trafﬁc Safety Education, respectively. Therefore,
let us take note of each item individually to brieﬂy clarify our
evaluated results.
As for the ﬁrst Aim concerned with reducing the number of trafﬁc
accidents, we can show the trends and situation of road trafﬁc
accidents in the Kagawa Prefecture as follows:
Fig. 10 shows the changes in trafﬁc fatalities and the number of
trafﬁc accidents over the course of several years, which occurred at
intersections (including nearby vicinities) in the Kagawa Prefecture.
The reason why we focused on this place is due to the fact that about
60% of the total number of trafﬁc accidents and about 50% of the total
number of trafﬁc fatalities occurred at this type of location. As a result,
the number of trafﬁc fatalities shows a downward trend, but the
number of trafﬁc accidents resulting in injury, are still high.
Then, as for the second Aim concerned with improving the trafﬁc
manners in general, we have examined actual behaviors of drivers and
pedestrians, mainly at intersections. The reason why we focused on
this behavior is due to the fact that intersections are the locations
where various trafﬁc parties meet together, and thus special care and
Fig. 6. Some examples of teaching materials.
99T. Ihara / IATSS Research 34 (2011) 94–102attention should be required for other parties. Therefore, we counted
the number of persons who did not display the appropriate directional
signal in advance, and the number of pedestrians who ignored theFig. 7. Some examples ocrosswalk lights while crossing. Fig. 11 shows changes of these relative
shares against the percentage of people appropriately passing through
intersections over the course of several years.f teaching methods.
Fig. 9. Some examples of our activities for Trafﬁc Safety Education (2).
Fig. 8. Some examples of our activities for Trafﬁc Safety Education (1).
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Fig. 11. Changes in improving trafﬁc manners in Kagawa Prefecture.
Fig. 12. Kagawa Prefecture police mascot, Yoichi. (Designed after the legendary Nasu no Yoichi, who managed to shoot down a fan target atop an enemy ship with a single arrow
during the Battle of Yashima in the Genpei War. Representing the vitality and cheer of the Kagawa police force, Yoichi was created with the hope that he could help protect the
citizens of Kagawa Prefecture.).
Fig. 10. Changes in trafﬁc fatalities and number of trafﬁc accidents in Kagawa Prefecture.
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102 T. Ihara / IATSS Research 34 (2011) 94–102As a result, the relative share of the former index shows the
remarkable decrease, while the relative share of the latter remains high.
In addition, let us explain the supplementary comments of our
evaluations, with respect to the above-stated three Measures, which
are shown at the lower part in Fig. 2, respectively.
As for the ﬁrst measure concerned with the activities for Trafﬁc
Safety Education, we can clarify our evaluated results as follows:
We have examined very carefully the respective activities of the
member and/or groups of our “Promoting Conference on Trafﬁc Safety
Education in Kagawa Prefecture” and also how often our teaching
materials, made out as trafﬁc safety measures, have been utilized to
encourage people to practice road trafﬁc safety. As a result, it turns out
that they are mainly utilized individually, not collectively within any
speciﬁc group, or by senior citizens, so much. Therefore, we keenly
feel the necessity to take into account TPO, which stands for Timing,
Place and Occasion, respectively.
As for the second measure, which is concerned with respective
activities for coordination among different members and/or groups of
our Promoting Conference, we were able to achieve steady teamwork.
For example, according to the strong request by the Board of
Education in the Kagawa Prefecture, prudently prepared programs
for trafﬁc safety have been carried out by several schools to date. In
addition, some joint seminars for trafﬁc safety were also held at the
open campus, freely in cooperation with the Kagawa University and
Takamatsu University. Commentary driving education was also
performed by the leadership of the members of Trafﬁc Safety
Associations together with other members, etc. As a result, it seems
to be both a favorable and promising ﬁeld even for the future.
As for the third measure, which is concerned with participation in
Trafﬁc Safety Education, we tried to regularly check the number of
visitors to ourwebsite in order to ascertain how eager the people of the
Kagawa Prefecturewere about Trafﬁc Safety Education.With this respect,
we keenly feel we need to make more efforts continually to steadily
develop and perform further simple but effective measures (Fig. 12).
4. Some concluding remarks on our project
Lastly, let us summarize the remaining tasks, which have been
revealed so far, together with some concluding remarks.
As already stated, for ﬁnally establishing the “Promoting Conference
on Trafﬁc Safety Education in Kagawa Prefecture” (PCTSEK), we have
examined thoroughly the preceding reports and references on road
trafﬁc accidents, in parallel with our own on-the-spot inspections in
the Kagawa Prefecture, as much as possible.As for the former examinations, we could understand the historical
circumstances for trafﬁc safety measures, which might be broadly
divided into the following three different phases. Namely, the ﬁrst
phase corresponds to the period, starting from the post-war year of
1945 through the year 1969, when the Basic Law of Trafﬁc Safety
Measures was enacted in Japan. The second phase corresponds to the
period starting from 1970, when the worst number of trafﬁc fatalities
was recorded, through the year 1979, when contrarily the least
number of trafﬁc fatalities was recorded. Then, the third phase
corresponds to the period beginning after the year 1980 up to now,
when more sophisticated reconsideration of past trafﬁc safety
measures should be strongly requested.
As for the latter inspections, based on our own practical
inspections towards tragic trafﬁc accidents in the Kagawa Prefecture,
the following fact-ﬁndings could be well pointed out. Speciﬁcally, the
number of deaths was mostly concentrated in the class of senior
citizens (age 65 or older) riding bicycles, in addition to careless
vehicle drivers as the trafﬁc assailants. In addition, the number of
trafﬁc accidents caused by the senior citizen bicycle riders were still
high. In particular, trafﬁc accidents occurring at or near intersections
have tended to be much more complicated, recently.
Therefore, the remaining tasks to be considered more carefully,
even hereafter, might be stated as follows. Namely, the ﬁrst point is to
brush up driving skills. Actual driving practice should be evaluated
more highly than merely learning lofty ideas and/or professed
intentions. The second point is to highly evaluate the signiﬁcance of
the Trafﬁc Safety Education, and also to develop it further, continually.
Lastly, let us conclude this paper by reciting the important goals of
our Trafﬁc Safety Education, again, i.e., to predict and avert trafﬁc dangers
in advance, and also to consider other trafﬁc participants so as to
improve trafﬁc manners. In this sense, not only short-term counter-
measures against trafﬁc accidents might be well regarded as more
effective in the long run by introducing Trafﬁc Safety Education, but also
some other medium- or long- term preventive measures as well.
More haste, less speed!References
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